
FOR )fflclaL USE rOOL' 

RECOMMEHDAllOH FOR AWARD 
O .. TI[ 

PREPARE TO REACH APPROV-

IlJ HEROISM o MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE 
(AR .,:l-S·I) 

uYG AUTHOIflTY IN DUPLICATE. 
12 August 19f:J} 

THRU. Oommandjng General iTO'Department ot the Arrq II'RUM, (UI'I"'Command1ng Of'ficer 

US ~ Vietnam ATTN: AGPB-AC Co D~ 1st Bnt 1yth Cay 
ATTN: AV".dAG-PC Washington J D. C. 1st av Div .AM 
ilPO 96375 APq 964W 

'ART I - STATUS AT TIME OF RECOMMENDATION 

•• ..... T ....... e - I",,,,T ....... E - .. 1001.11: "'_E .2 •• E ..... IC .. "'0. l . GR"CE .. ..... HC '" (0. MOS 11 II'O) 

.lWANS, ftODN.£Y J. GT E-5 .11Bl.P 
5. 0"0 ..... ' Z .. T ION e. RESttlENC I[ ,./YuIll"", S,,..t, City. and St.t., tn."udJn4 ZIP Cod.) 

Co D, 1st En, 12th Cay. 1st Cay Div {.AMl --,----
7. "ECoo.oWItNtlEO "W." Q •. POSTHUMOUS ". N."I:. REI...TIO".,"'IP. "1'40 ... ODIIIII:51 0,. ... I:XT 0,. KIN 

...WAAD 
Mr. and Mrs. John c. &vans (Parents) 

Medal of' Honor Dvu 00 "'0 
,-------~ 

"An II - STATUS AT TIME OF ACT OR SERVICE 

!liD. .EIII"',CI[ HU ... E" II. GR.OE U .... "IIICH (0. M05 It 11'0) n. O .. G .. NIZ .. TIO ... 
I 

GT E-5 11Bi.P Co D. kt~ 12th Ca.v. 1st a.v Div 1 

iJI" H ... S "'1.1. SERVICE BEEN HONORABLE SUBSEQUENT TO THIS "'CT OR SERVICE (II nol, _.-m.rl""' .... r."., ••• 14 •• ) , 

I !XJ ... ES 0010 
n, II' ,. .. e: ... IOUS ,,£CO_ENC .. TIONS W.: .. £ 'Ue ... ITTI:O 1'0" T .. la .. cT OR SER""CE. INDICATE T"''''I: 01' ........ 0 .. .:CO .... II:NOI;O. 

.... W .. O .... WHEN, "CTION T""II:N, .. 1110 HE .. DOU .... TER. 

NONE 
'16. OTHER U. I. DECOA"TIO"" AItCltlVED (Inc/ud. IUI ... d .urhorlt'l') (Do nor Ii.' •• ",Ice mad.h: 11.,10,.1.., doc",."on. 0<11'1'-'_ 

._. ".rlod .. fill. ,.0.,...,.._1U,/0I1.) 

~ Commendation Medal w/V device - action of 6 June 1969 -Pending 

I,. 010 YOU HAVE PEASONAL. KNOWI.EDGI: 0' THE ACT 0 .. SERVICE ~ YIES UNO 

PART 111- RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD 'OR HEROISM 
tl. WERE YOU AN EYE WIT· [19. I'" CERTII"IC"TES 0111 ."I'IO ..... IT. 0111 ..... £ WITHEAE. OR 1'11:".0 ........... 1010 PItIllSON,,1.. ""'0'" 

HESS TO THE "'CT LEDGE 0'" ..... CT. ""I: NOT INCI-OSED. G''''E "EASONS 

o YES [lJ NO Eye witness statements are inclosed. 

~. PERSONS IN IMMEDIATE P"OXIAIITY OR WHO ASSISTED IN ACT OR SHARED IN SAME H ... Z4RO 
a I'ULL 01 .... 1£ b. SI:RVIC& NO. <. ""AOE d. UNIT 

Mitchell Hamabata 1-3 Co D, 1st Bn, 12th Cay 
Guy L. Leluron E-3 ; 

Co D, 1st·Bo, 12th Cay 

i Paul E. Reaume CPT Co D, 1st an, 12th .Cav 
Roy c. Rutherford, Jr. E...5 Co D, 1st En, 12th Cay 

:1. IF .. N". OF ".OVI[ PER'ONS ..... 1I1t 81:EN "W"ROEO OR ""CO_ENOED I'D" .. III """'"01'010 WEROI .... FDA P .... TICI .... TlON IN 
T .... "'CT. CillIE ........ It "'010 TVPE OF ........ 0 

NONE 
Z2. CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH ACT WAS PER'-OAMED .. 1..0C"TION b. INC LUSIIIII: DATE' 

L~o;&;'~"'" Coordinates XT435645, Ta..y Ninb Prov.. RVN 18 Ju1.v 1~ 
-iI. C,,""AC;TER .NO CDNO'T'ON.Ol' TEA,,"I" "NO "E .. THER 

The terrain was characterized by high bamboo and 

was clear with high temperatures. 
dense vegetation. The weather 

IZl. 0':5(;"'8£ E ... E ..... CONCITlONS (Mon'., PtoxlmU'I', Fi .. , Ob"erv.tlon, C ..... ltlu. and A.clion: ""'.1 III • ...... y w •• rIoin, ... 01 -'.t 
it did .. III" 'Null 01 the .<:t.) The enem;y was firmly entrenched in bunkered posi tio • th 

t· al ns Wl. 
excep ~on cover provided by thick vegetation. Their strength was estimated to be 
a security company. Morale was high due nature of terrain. FGem;y susta.:lned 
negative Idlled or 1oiOunded. 1) W ~ 
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FQR IOfflclalt,USE:ONl \:-' 

SillJMl\RY OF RECOMt£NDATION FOR :mE POSTHUMOUS AWARD OF THE MEnU. OF HOliOR 

Nl.ME J Rodney J. Evans 

STATUS I Squad Leader, Sergeant, US Army 

ORGl'JIT~\TION t Canpany D. 1st Battalion t 12th Cavalry 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Phuoc Vinh. RVN 

NEXT OF m-. Mr and Mrs John C. Evans (Parents) 

PERSOOS WHO ASSISTED. None 

CamITIOOS UNDER WHICH ACT PERFORHED t 

LOCt\TICN. Coordinates X'1'4JS64S, Tay Ninh Province, RVN 

Dt .. TEf 10)0 Hours, 18 July 1969 

T.E.RR! .. INs Dense Vegetation with high bamboo 

WE.\~·flER' Clear with high temperatures 

E'NE!-iY CONDITIW I The enem;'! was firmly entrenched in bunkered positions 
with exceptional cover provided by thick vegetation. 
Their strength was estimated to be a security ocxnpa.ny. 
Mora1e was high due to nature ot terrain. 

DEFENIlER'S CONDITICN. To make contact with and destroy an enemy force 
entrenched in a bunker cOl1lplex. Unit morale was 
excellent. 

l-UumATIVE DESCRIPTION OF G;J:.lJi.NT CamUCT. 

Ch 18 July 1969 Sergeant Evans' unit was participating in a ballh damage 
assessment mission. Sergeant Evans t platoon was moving as the front 
element of the operation. About 150 meters fran the oompany night ambush 
position, they heard movement to their front. Reconnaissance by fire was 
employed as the platoon continued to move forward. lU'ter proceeding 
about 25 meters forward, the point 9luad was hit by a oamnand-detonated 
ohican olaymore mine and suffered several casualities. As Sergeant Evans 
was llirecting his squad about ten meters to the left of the point element, 
he observed a second mine to his right. Crawling .forward on the ground, 
he yelled, "l-finelt to his comrades, leaped on the claymore, and covered it 
with his body. The mu.ffied explosion lifted Sargeant Ev311s about a foot 
off the ground and deepi te emergency first aid treatment he succumbed to 
his ·:::ritical wounds. ~ the order of the Company Commander oontact was 
brok..,n, th~ wounied were pulled back to the Nti.P in order that the target 
area could be raked with air strikes. Detailed questioning of all eye
witnesses tc the inoident (including the medic who treated Sergeant Evans) 
established to the satisfaction o.f all present that Sergeant Evans sighted 
th~mine and jumped on it, thus sacrifiCing his life to protect his men. 
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------... ·------------l--
FOR ,)fflclal USE '"ONl' ! 

RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD 
DATI 

PREPARE TO REACH API'ROV, 
[lJ HEROISM o MUITORIOUS ACHll!VIMrNT OR IE RVICE LNG AUTHORITY IN DVPUCArlf. 12 August 19f:11 (AR .124.1) 

TH.Us Gommanding General ITO: Department of the Army InoM. (Unu'CommandinC Offioer 
US !inq Vietnam A1'TN: AGPB-AC Co D6 1st Bn( 1fth Cay 
ATTN; AV"rlAG-PC Washington, D. c. 1st av Div .AM 
APO 96'n5 APO 96490 

'ART I - STATUS AT TU'E: Of RECOMMENDATION 
!. L.Alr .. AN. - ... ' .. IT H_E - ",IOC)I.I: ... _ .. Z. IE"VICE HO. 1, ~""OE •• 8l1li AHC H (Or MOS II 11'0) 

~V ANS, aomEI' J. GT L'i 11BJ.P 
5. 0IlllG .. NIZ .. T1ON •. ~IlIIDIENC:1E (Nutn_r. s"..t, CUy • ."., S14t., Incl"dln, ZIP CtXt.) 

Co D, 1 at 80, 12th Cay, 1 st Cav Div (JlM) ..,.-
'7. IIII£(;O ...... E .. OIO ..... l1li0 •. POSTWUNOUS So NAMe:. IIIIEL. .. TION.HI", ANO AODIIIIEI, 0'" ",e:lIIT 0'" KIN 

....... "'0 Mr. and Mrs. John C. Evana (PA~n~.) 
Medal of Honor 

Dyu !Xl NO 

.. ART II - STATUS AT TIM! OF ACT OR SERVICE ,,0. IE"V'C£ ... U"'.EIIII 11. Q .... O£ U. .l1li ANCH (Or /rIOS II 11'0) b: ~:G~";:N 12th Cay I GT E-5 11B4P 1At (lav Div 
'4. ~AS ALI.. SERVICE BEEN HOMOIUBI.I!: SU85EQUENT TO THIS "CT 0111 SERViCe: (If no', ......... rf ... on .... , ••• ''' •• ) , 

tJJ YES 0 .. 0 

IS, IF P.HlVIOU.IIIIEo;O ..... ItNO .. TION. WERII: SU."'ITT£D 1"0l1li THI. Ao;T 0l1li S£AVICI!. 'NOIo; .. TE Type OF .. WAIOO IIIIECOWWENOEO. 
.Y WHO"'. "'HE"', "CTION T .. KE .. , .... 0 Ht:AOOU .... TER. 

NONE 
[ ,,,. OT HEIIII U. S. clteOIll A T'O"'I 10 ECEI VE to (lncILlef. data .. a IIVlnoti,y) (Do nol li.t •• ,pic. mad ... ; If.' '0 •• 1", d.cor.,ion. only ..-ften 

__ • p.,'od .. ,,,, ••• COII1m .. d.llon.) 

An1rT Commendation Medal w/V device - action of 6 June 1969 - Pending 

1'7. DID YOU HAVI!: PERSONAL KNO.I.EIXlI! Of' THE ACT OR SERVICE ~YU ,U"o 
PART 111- RECOMMENOATION FOR A.A.O FOR HEROISM 

I", WERE YOU AN EYE WIT· I •• 'F CIEIIIIT' ... IC .. TEI 010 A ...... O .. VIT. 010 EVI[ WITNe:NCI Dill ,,11l1li10"' ..... VINGt "EIIISO .... L. ICNO ... 
N£SS TO TH E ACT L.I[OQ IE OF ..... C T I ,,"E NOT INC L.01lt:0. G IV I[ l1li EA.O .. S 

o YEI [I] NO Eye witness statements are inolosed. 
20. PEIllSOHS IN I .... 'OIATE PROXI .. ITY 0111 WHO ASSISTt:O lit ACT 0111 SHARltO IN SANE WAZ .... O .. "'UL.L ,.. .. /\oIE: b. .Ii:RVICI!: NO. e. GR .. O£ d. . UNIT 

Mitchell Hamabata E-J Co D, 1st Bn, 12th Cay , , 
Guy L. Leluron E-J Co D, 1st·En, 12th Cay I 

Paul E. Reaume CPT Co D, 1st Bn, 12th.Cav 
Roy C. Rutherford, Jr. L5 Co D" 1Bt Bn, 12th Cay 

I'· IF "NY Oil' .... OYE "EASONI H"VE .CEN ... "' .. 111011:0 0l1li IIIt:CO ..... E .. OED FO" "N .. WAIIIO ... 011 HEROIiIoll FOR P.IIITIC' .... TIO .. IN 
THI. "C:T, GIVE "''''''E AND TYPE OF .. WARO 

NONE 
22. CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH ACT WAS PEIllf'O"'''I!D .. L.OC ATION O. I .. C L.UIIVE O .. TES J ~o;1t ::.s~AY Coordinates XT4.35645. Tv N1nh Prov •• RVN 1 a Jul:v1969 

4. CMA"ACTIUt AND CONDITION' 0 ... TE""A'I\! AND WE"THER 

The terrain was characterized by high ba:mboo and dense vegetation. The weather 
was clear with high temperatures. 

123; OIESCIltI.E ENEMY CONOITION. (JIo'.'., Pro"lmily, Pi .. , 010 ....... ,10 ... C ..... UI •• , ."d Action; ..-ft.t 11> • ...... y ..... doln, _d ""'.' 
i' did •• 11> ....... If 01 '". eet.) The en~ \las firmly entrenehed in bw::Ikered pos! tiona with 

exceptional cover provided 'b7 thiok vegetation. Their strength was estimated to be 
a seeu:ri t;y company. Morale was high due 0 nature of terrain. EDeDI!Y sustained 
negative kUled or >rounded. W ~ 

A TRUE COPI': JO w. HAWK. S, 1 , fan ry 

.. . PA FORM 638 ·r",~!"EVI.OUS_E.OITIO"'S oeso~.'::TE ...... r-I MAY .0 'r"f' ..... 
-.-. .J 

\ 



.. 

L,~ \..i 
i~ ~, .. ""'" ~-f)cl .. ., .......... 

Zlt. UNIT MOR ... LE. C .... U ... LTIIl .... ND MIIS'ON. INDIC ... TE WH ... T THE UNIT W .... DOING ... T TIMToF ... CT 

The comparq' a miaaion waa 
Xo make contact with and destroy an ene~ force entrenched in a bunker complex. 
Casualties of friendly forces included 1 KIA and 2 WIA's. 
Unit morale was excellent. 

25. WH ... T WERE COMR ... DE. WHO WERE IN IMMEPI ... TE PROXIMITY POING - HOW PIP THEsgtR~Tr 8~d"'~a 

Advancing to contact against en~ entrenched in bunker complex; assisted in 
extraction of wounded to night ambush position. 

PART IV - RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE 
26. UNIT. HIi ... DQU ... RTIf;R •• OR .IlCTION IN WHICH DUTY W ... S PERFORMED 

N/A 
27. INCLUSIVE DATE. FOR WHICH RECOMMENDED 29. NOW IN SAME OR RELATEO ASSIGNMENT 

N/A 
.. 

ONO o TO BE REASSIGNED ON OR ... BOUT 

21. SERVICE COMPLETED DYE. o TO BE RETIRED ON OR ... BOUT 

o TO BE COMPLETED ON OR "'BOUT N/A o TO BE RELIEVED FROM ... D ON OR ... BOUT 

PART V· TO BE USED FOR ALL RECOMMENDATIONS 

30. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF IAl OEED OR ACT o ACHIEVEMENT PERFORMED OR SERVICE RENDERED 

'OR AWARD "OR HEROISM: W .... ACT VOLUNT ... R yf DESCRIBE WHY ... CT W ... S OUTST ... NDING AND IF IT W"'S MORE TH'AN W"'S 
NORM ... LLY EXPECTED. EXPLAIN HOW. IF IN ... ERI ... L FLIGHT. DESCRIBE TYPE AND POSITION OF ... IRPL ... NE. CREW POSITION 

OF INDIVIDUAL .... ND ALI.. UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

fOR AWARD "OR ACHIBVEMBNT OR SBRVICB: TITLE ... ND OUT IE. OF ASSIGNMENT. INCLUDING CH ... R ... CTER OF SERVICE DURING 

fERIOD FOR WHICH RECOMMENDED (01 ... compl.'. d •• cllptICII 01 I.chnlc.' 01 .pecl.II",.d poeltion., Ineludln, d.' •• ol ••• I,_nl IIItd 

t.".I); WHAT DID THE INDIVIDUAL DO THAT MERIT. THE ... WARP? WHY W"'S THIS OUTST ... NDING WHEN COMPARED TO OTHERS OF 

!-IKE RANK AND EXPERIENCE IN SIMILAR PO.ITIONSfOn 18 July 1969, Company D, 1st Battalion, 12th 
Caval;"y- was partici1ating in offensive combat against an armed en&my' in Tay Ninh Prov-
ince ("{T430649), II Corps, Republic of Vietnam. At approximately 1000 hours, the 
Second and Third platoons were sent out of the company I s night ambush position to 
assess bomb damage of an area where the previous day the company had encountered stiff 
NVA resistance. The Third platoon was deplo~ed in three squad files with the Second 
platoon assuming a reinforcing position. The platoons moved from the NAP on an azimutl: 
of 2.4D degrees for 1;0 meters, where the Third platoon came upon a trail heading north-
east to west. At this time, a ~t Carson" scout informed the platoon that the trail 
was booby-trapped; they therefore moved short of but parallel tp the trail in a north-
northeast direction. The Third platoon had just begun their move in the new direction 
when they heard movement to their front. Recon by fire was employed (M-79 and M-60 
fire), and 'the platoon continued its move, aware of the likely presence of an insur-
gent force (Grid, coordinates: ~435645) •.. The platoon had IDO-ved about ·25 meters when 
the point squad was hit by a oommancl-detona,~ Ghicom, cl~ramine which inflicted 
several ca~ties.' . Sergeant Rodney'.J" .:Eva:ns, E417707176, was 44"ecting a ,squad about 

. , 
. . 

Co!ftlntied , . , , 

JI. 
DUCRIU "'''EC.TS ~R RESULU jQ..'~~~88-d,~baDq· sam ,the .o1;Jle~:: ~ot h1a:8Cl1i.t'4 from 

poae1Dle 4M~."J.8riou'-Jur.J uil,..;bl-e4 t,l1e ,p1atoODlJ; to withdra.w. to .~C~M1Dg 
TtnA" -1:., nft 8.1'ld, MIl. in', ,. ..a.~ 1\6 :au.. a'boibJ On the 'DOsl t.ions. " . • 

U. RI;I,.AT IlDP9SITION, OF P"R.ON IN'Tl~,TI"'. RECC!MMIEN. 
DATION TO "ERSON .EIN. RECOMMENDED 

ComPany Commander 
:14. INC.LOSURIl. (Includ. propo.'" el,.tion. _.,eII_ ... d • .,. """. 

n ... .• ,.' ...... ,. "",.it ',.i,&,,~)" '. . .... , 

1. Proposed Citation 2. Area sketch 
3. Four witness statements 
4. 'Summa:ri ef reoomm.endation 
5. Motivation statement 

REVERSB SlDB MAY BB usaD roR plt4ff 0(. _IIM_ c.(tl 

II •. IF ... PPROVIlD. F,ORWAR':' "'WA~O ,"OR'-P';'Il_NTATION TO 

. Depdrtment of- the ArIrr3' 
. . . . . 

J~. TYPEO'~AME. ~RAD.Il •• ''A.NC,H. ANO.TITI:'1l O".PIlRSON 
INIT, .. "tN. RIlCOMMENOATfO,N 

tIP aUL E. R.E.ti.UKiS 
OPT, IJafantry, Commanding Officer 

JI. SIGNATURE 

s/paul ,s. Reaume 
~N, ~J::c¥TlIYUANC.Ii 0' ABOVE ITlUIS. 1ft NBCBSSARY. 

DECLASSIFI:D 
Al!t!C.~:YLY~.:o Q"23 Sl9 
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· Item 30 ' (C'oBtinued) 
• v 

teJ!l meters to the left of the point squad. 'On impact, Sergeant Evans observed 
a second Chicom claymore mine about five feet to his rignt. Crawling forward on 
the ground and, yelling ''mine I" to his comrades,· SergeBl'lt .Evans, leaped on the 
explosive device, and was jolted b.1 a muffled explo~ion which lifted him a foot 

'off·-.'the _gl"OlWld. -Even wtta·the aQmi;a18wring Qt~~.pnq :f.~ .. _at-: aid treatment, 
Sera.eant. Ey~ suce.pmbed. 1:.9 '148 critical, -wourid~. tbe,~~JQpim1~ ~~n.Mr:<"l oe~~ "_ 
the wounded pulled back. to th~ NAP for ~devac; th.~coild·_~:~dpla~ns ';,~ 
were directed to break contact and return, to the NAP, for the purpose of raking . 
the target area with air strikes. Upon detilled questioning of all eyewitnesses 
to the ineident -(inclUding the medical aidman, who treated Sergeant Evans), it was 
established to the satisfaction of all present that Sergeant Evans had. sighted a 
Obicom.claymore -mine·and bad j~ed on it - sacrificing his life to protect his , - . 

· com:rades. 
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AVDABR-CO EVANS, ~ J. 2d Ind 
.(12 ... 69) 

QUws;r: Recommendation for Avard 

FQR-.JiOfflclaL.: 
~EjQOOJ~ . 

DA, HQ, 1st Ide, 1st Cav Div (.AM) I APO 96490 18 A.uaua t 1969 

TO: Commanding General, 1st Cavalry Division (AirmobU.), Ai''llh AVDAAG-AD, 
APO 96490 

Recommend approval. 

8 Incl 
no 

CJ:,:~,.fJ?i/ -1'<'-~ 
/ i Ja;-df}!'Ji2~r''''- , /J co ... on. ~l, Wantry 
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............... • ..... ..:I.et ..... 
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" FOR CfFICIAL USE GI~LY 
AVFB .. AG Enns, Rodney J. 4th Ind 

(12 Aug 69) 
SUBJECT: Reeommendation for Award .. Medal of Honor 

DA) HEADQUARTERS, n FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96266 '1 5 NOV'" 

TO: Commanding GenerBl, United States Arr.ny'Vietnam, A!TN: AVHAG-PD, 
APO 96375 

Recommend approval. Sergeant Evans' conspicuous gallantry and intre
pidity, at the sacritica ot his awn life, merits award of the Medal 
ot Honor. 

8 Incl 
1. Stmt.. CPr Resume 
2. Stmt - SGT Ruthertord 
3. Stmt .. we Hamabata 
4. Stmt - PFC IA!luron 
5. Mati vat ion Stat 
6. Sketch 
7. PropOsed Citation 
8. S\II'IDalTot IecoaaD4atlara 
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A VHAO .. PD EVANS, .Rodney J. 5th IDd 
(IZ A.,ut 1969) 

SUBJECT: .ReeoJ1UD8Ddationlor A~rd 

HEADQUAaTERS, UNITED STATES AlUlY VIETNAW. APO 96375 

TO: ComtMacter. UDitecJ State. MUltary A •• i.taac:e CoJlllm.lld, Vieblam. 
APO 96112 

1. aecommen" approval. 

2. Ser._= .!Nail. cliati.qul8hecl h.b:ue1f coupic"oualy b,. pUantr,. and 
intrepidity. at the coat of hi. UI., above aDd beyoAd tile call 01 •• y. 

8 Inc! 
DC 

FRANK T. un ,DilEN 
UeuteDant General, US Army 
Deputy Comr.aallcltq a.erat 

-r-<--< --D-EC--L"';;AS"";S=I~~ED ~'-~r-'« 
A~,c.:ityA'~~ Q'23579 . 
_ .,.Ir\ '" _ < _"/"1_1,,,. 
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WITNESS STATEMENT ·OR Off ' 
t~ .. le/al 

ON ,d JULY 1969, COMPANY D WAS G1VEN THE MI~~'~~~~SESS 
BOMB DAMAGE OF AN AREA WHERE THE PREVIOUS DAY WE ENCOUNTERED A 
CHfOOM CLAYMORE, AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FlRE, AND SMALL-ARMS FIRE. 
THE3RD PLATOON AND 2ND PLATOON WERE GIVEN THE MISSION TO 
SEAIiiIK:OUT AND CLEAR THE AREA WITH THE 3RD PLATOON DEPLOYED IN 
3 SQUAD FILES LEADING, AND THE 2ND PLATOON FOLLOWING AND REIN
FORCING THE 3RD PLATOON. THE PLATOONS MOVED FROM THE NAP (XT-
430649) ON AN AZIMUTH OF 240 DEGREES FOR 150 METERS, WHERE THE 
3RD PLATOON OAME UPON A TRAIL HEADING NORTHEAST TO WEST. AT 
THIS TIME THE KIT CARSON SCOUT INFORMED THE PLATOON THAT THE 
TRAIL WAS BOOBY-TRAPPED, AND THEY BEGAN A MOVE SHORT OF BUT PAR
ALLEL TO THE TRAIL IN A NORTH-NORTHEAST DIREOTION. THE 3RD 
PLATOON HAD JUST BEGUN THEIR MOVE IN THE NEW DIREOTION WHEN THEY 
HEARD HEAVY MOVEMENT TO THEIR FRONT. REOON BY FIRE WAS EMPLOYED 
WITH M-79 AND M-60 MACHINE GUN. AND THE PLATOON OONTINUED ITS 
MOVE, KNOWING THAT THEY WERE FACED WITH AN ENEMY THAT WAS 90TH 
CUNNtNG AND PROFESSIONAL IN THE DEFENSE OF THEIR (NVA) POSITIONS. 
THE PLATOON HAD MOVED ABOUT 25 METERS WHEN THE POINT SQUAD WAS 
HIT BY A COMMAND-DETONATED OHIOOM CLAYMORE CAUSING CASUALTIES 
TO THE SQUAD (GRID COORDINATES: XT435645). SGT. EVANS MOVED 
HIS SQUAD FORWARD TO PROVIDE SECURITY FROM THE LEFT FLANK WHEN 
THE SECOND COMMAND-DETONATED CHICOM ClAYMORE WAS DETONATED 
AGAINST HIS SQUAD. AT THIS TIME FIRST AID WAS ADMINISTERED 
TO THE WOUNDED AND LIFE-SAVING STEPS TAKEN TO SAVE THE LIFE OF 
SGT. EVANS. I ORDERED THE WOUNDED PULLED BACK TO THE NAP FOR 
MEDEVAC, AND THE 2ND AND 3RD PLATOONS TO BREAK CONTACT AND PULL 
BACK TO THE NAP SO THAT I COULD PUT AN AIR STRIKE ON THE TARO!T 
AREA. 

i'tMit.~ 
PAUL E. REAUMF 
CPT J' 

CO D, ,~, ~N, 12tH CAY 
1ST CAV DIV \ A";) 

, 
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WITNESS STAT&MENT 
FOR uH;c;a;. 
.usE 0 . ' .. iLJ~l~ 

ON THE MOONING OF THE 19TH OF JULY, OUR ELEMENT WAS MOVrNO 
IN THREE FILES ON A SEAROH AND CLEAR MISSION INTO THE BUNKER 
CO~PLEX WHERE THE OOMPANY, COMPANY 0, 1ST eN, 12TH OAV, HAD MADE 
CONTAOT THE PREVIOUS DAY. THE AREA THAT WE WERE MOVING THROUGH 
HA~ RECEIVED AN AlR STRIKE. I WAS WALKING'PtHNT F~ THE 
O£Nm-'SQUAD. SGT. EVANS' SQUAD WAS ON LINE WITH ME ABOUT TEN 
METERS TO ~IY LEFT. PFC HAMABATA AND SOT. DERtGN£ WERE WALKING 
IN FRONT OF SGT. EVANS AND PFO BURNS, HIS RTO, WAS WALKING IN 
BACK OF SGT EVANS. WE HAD PROGRESSED ONLY It. SHORT DISTANCE WHEN 
I SPOTTED A BUNKER. I HALTtD THE ENTIRE ELEMENT AND CALLED UP 
THE DOG HANDLER, WHO WAS IMMEDIATELY BEHIND ME, AND TOLD H1M TO 
CALL IN HIS DOG, WHO WAS WORKING TO UY FRONT. I ALSO OALLED UP 
sp/4 ROGGE TO TELL HIM TO HAVE THE u-60 BROUGHT UP FOR A RECON BY 
FIRE. WHEN sP!4 ROGGE GOT TO MY POSITtON TKE FIRST EXPLOSION. 
OCCURRED, ABOUT 5 OR 10 FEET TO MY RtGHT. I WAS KNOCKED TO THE 
GROUND AND IMMEDIATELY BEGAN CRAWLING TO MY LEFT. IT WAS ;rHE~ 
THAT I NOTICED SGT. EVANS ON HIS HANDS A~D KNEES. HE CRAWLED 
ABOUT FIVE FEET TO HIS RIGHT, THEN HE YELLED 'tMINEn AND JUMP-ED TO 
THE GROUND. AS SOON AS HE DROPPED THERE WAS A SECOND MUFFLED 
EXPLOSION THAT LIFTED SGT., EVANS ABOUT A FOOT OFF THE GROUND. 
IT IS MY OPINfON THAT SGT. EVANS' ACTION SAVED THE LIVES OF THE 

/ REST OF HIS SQ,UAD BY JUllPING ON THE ft!ANeG'l.fG HIS OWN L?"Z, 
i . ROft: RUTH~ r 

SGT~ 
CO D, 1ST BN

t 
12TH CAV 

1ST OAV DI V AM) 

· , 

., 



. i . 

Sgt Rodney lDvans was back up -n (2nd JllLn) tor our squad on 
'. ,18 July 1969. 1_8 WlLlking point about :3 teGt in fl'ont ot 
,~gt hus. when I heard • claymore go oft to fII3' right and looked 

in that dil'Ootion. Wo W91'O moving in tho lott tU.o to provide 
security for tho point squad which _IS hit by the first blast 
whon Sgt Evans yellod "clAymore." I hit tho ground just a s I 
hoard tho blast and tumed to soo Sgt hue juDp on the ground, 
He had jwr.pod on the claYJll)l'O to saw I\Y lifo and tho 1iws ot 
the rost of tho squad, 

~~?I~ 
MITCHSLL Ha.HA.a\'l'A 
fPC. 
Co D, 1st .tb 12th Ca v 
1st Cav Div (AM) 

, .: . -, 1 "" • « ---
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rOR ...,.. Official' 
USE QINLY 

I, PFe u,luron was tho schine nun,nor for Sgt lWans. At tho t1mD, I 
.... s tho 2nd DfLn in back of Sgt Evans. when I hoard his fUm1l1ar 

.. wico scroam :tmino". I hit tho ground and hOArd .. muffled oxplo
sion. I ft)vod up to put socurity in front of us. .l+.tt.or socurity 
wa s put out. tho point JIJ1n and tho RTO both wont ovor to tho 
wounded an to soe what thoy oould, do. I _5 looking to soo how 
badly Sgt mvans bad boon woundod and saw that right undor h1Jn _s 
tho 'PlAco whol"() tho mino was. It _s noticeablo by tho -1 tho 
ground _8 tom up. 

Thore is no doubt in fI19' mind that Sgt lWans did ju:ql on tho m:1no 
in ordor to saw his cozuradcs from baing hurt. 

tf:l~!fl-
PFC, 
Co D, 1st ~ 12th Cav 
1st Cav Div (AM) 

\ 
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FOR OffIcIal .... USE. ONL '( 
'. 

THE UlnT'S BORALE i:lAS mGH BECAUSE OF ~T111. SODi\ iU.T!ONS 'i;.HD OHE HOT M&AL 
THROUGH TIE: Di'$Y LCz. 0h<JALTIES HiD B?ir.N LIGHT. 

j 

SERCYUIT Ell AllS 11AS .. 14 ni~?In.ATION TO HIS SQU.AD THROUGH aIS EXA1:lPLB OF DE
TEPJ·lINJl.TION' AND CONSCIENTIOUS DEVO:'ION TO roT!. PEnSONALLY IG TrAS IN EXCELIJ2lT 
SPIRITS, BEnm OOZ FOR .A SCHmlLED 7 DAYS LEAVE 011 25 JULy 69. 

IN HI OPINION, 1h?(D THilT OF TIm OFFICERS MID liEN OF HY COMPJucr, ESPECIALLY 
SGT EVAl~St SQUAD, BECAUSE OF THE PHYSICAL EVIDEUCE !AT THE EXPLOSION SITE, 
CONDITIOll OF TEE BODY MID PERSONAL KNO'UL.:.T<t])lE OF 001 EVIL(TS' CW.RAC'lER,~SGT 
zv ~~S SACRIFICED HIS L1'\? ~ TO SAVE HIS Hi1:H, milCH IS TIC HIGHEST PRICE 11 
MAN CAll PAY FOR THm S.l~YJTY OF HIS COUlki.DES. 

/s/ 'Paul E. Reaume 
/t/ PAUL E.. REAUME 

CPT, 1111 
Comanding . 

':. 
*****************************************.********i~********************** 

.1 mUf: COpy 

Ji~.J:1ZS L. JESTl:!it 
CPT, AGC 
Aeet I.G 
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fOR Q'FFICIAL USE -lNL Y 
PROPOSED CI!ATION 

BY DIR:EX:TION OP THE PRESIDENT, UNl>ER THE Jom RESOLtlrION OP CONGRESS APPROVED 

12 JULy 1862 (AMENDED Dr ACT OF 3 MARCH 1863, ACT OF 9 JULYI 1918, AND ACT OF 

"\ " 

. 
J 

25 JULy 1963), THE MEDAL OF HONOR FOR CONSPICUOUS GAlUN'l'RY AltD IN'l'REPIDITr AT THE' 

RISK or LIFI ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF Dtn'! IS AWARDED POS'lIDMOUSI:t BY '!'HE DEPART

MENT OF THE .ARMY IN '!'HE NAME OF CONGRESS TO SERCJEAllr RODNEr J. EVAlfS, 

UNITED STATES ARM!, WHO DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF Bi EXCEPTIOBAL HEROISM ON 18 JULy 1969 

WHILE SERVING AS A SQUAD LEADER WITH COMPANY D, 1ST BATTALION, l2TH CAVAIEl, 1ST ~ 

CAVAUtY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE), IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. ON THIS DATE 'l'W0 OF THE 

COMPANY'S PLA1'OOBS LEr.r THEm IIGH'r AMBUSH POSI'l'IOIfS TO SWEEP AN .AREA or SUSP.tiX:TED 

NORTH VIE'l'RAMESE BUNKER DtPLACD!DTS. ONI or THE PIATOOlIS HAD MOVED A SHORT DIS-

TANCE UP A TRAIL WHO A CCMWm-DETOBATED'MINE ED'L®ED, llU'LmTING THE pam SQUAD 

WITH SEVERAL CAStaunES. SERGlWfl' EVANS, LEADDG.AB ADJOINING SQUAD, SPO.rl'ED A 

S!X!OND MIlE NEAR HIS POSr.rIOB. SIIOtJ'rlIG A WAlnf.[JG TO HIS CQ.fRADES, BE DIVED TO THE 

GROUND, CRAWLED TO THE MI:.RE .Alm COVERED I'l' Wl".L'H HIS BODY AS IT IlPLOOED. ALTHOOOH 

MORTAI.tIif WOtJJD)EJ) Bi ':HI BLAST, SERGEAB'! DAVIS ALLOnD HIS MBB1'O TAD COVER, BREAK 

CONTA,CT Wrl'lI 'l'JIE IND1f Al'J) RECOVER CASlJALTUB. SJ2GUft DAVIS t AC'lIOIS WERE IN ,I, 

KEEPING WITH !BI HIGBIft mADr.rIOlIJ 01 9 MILD'ARt amICI AID ID'L1m GREAT CREDI! 

UPOB IIIMSILF. HIS tim' AID !HI tIiI!ID ftA'l!I8 ABMf •. ~: ,.,;}~~.,,' ,. 

: ;;': :' :) :':: ,~':, 
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SUNMfI.RY Of RECOMMENDtI.TION FOR THE POSrHUMOOS A';WU) OF THE NEJl\L OF HONOR 

NlJtlE. Rodney J, Evans 

Sl'ATUS. ,Squad Leader, Sergeant t US Army 

ORGJlJU1J .. TION. Canpan;y D, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry 
1st Cavalry Divis1c:n (Airmobile), Phuoc Vinh, RVN 

NEXT OF KD1a M1' and Jt&.. John C. Evans (Parents) 

PERSQfS wao ASSISTED I None 

CaIDl'I'I~S ONDER WHICH ACT PERFORl~1 

LOCt\TIClh Coordinates XT4J.564.5, Tay' Ninh Province, RVN 

Df .. TE I 10;0 Hours, 18 July 1969 

TERR!.IN, Dense Vegetation w1t.h high bamboo 

WE.".:-'IERI Clear with high temperatures 

ENroiY CctIDl'I'ICti I The enemy was fil"Ully' entrenched in bunkered positions 
with exceptional caver prcw1ded by thick vegetation, 
Their strength was est1JDated to be a seourity caupany. 
Morale vas high due to nature ot terrain • 

. 
DEFENll!:R'S CONDl'I'IClh To make cCIltaet with and destroy an enemy force 

entrenched in a bunker oomplex. Unit morale was 
excellent. 

NARRATIVE DESCRlPTlctT OF Gt'J:,LANT CCtiDUC'l'a 

en 18 July 1969 Sergeant Evans' unit was participating in a banb damage 
assessment mission. Sergeant Ev.ms t pltttoon was moving as the front 
element of the operation. Abau.t 1.50 meters tran the oanpan,y night ambush 
position, they heard movement to their front. Reconnaissance by fire was 
employed as the platoon continued to move forward. Atter proceeding 
about 2.5 moters torward, the point Si,uad was hit by a camnand-detonated 
chioom clo.ymore mine and suttered several c~sual1ties. As Sergeant Evans 
was Jirecting bis lQ.uad abau.t ten meters to the lett of the point element, 
he observed a second mine to his right. Crawling forward on the ground, 
he yelled, "Minett to his comrades, leaped on the claymore, and covered it 
with bis body'. The muffled explosion lifted Sergeant Evans about a foot 
off the ground and despite emergency first aid treatment he suocu.mb9d. to 
his ·::ritical wounds. On the order of the Company Commander contact was 
brokWl, th<~ wowxied were pulled back to the NAP in order that the target 
area could be raked with air strikes. Detailed questionins of all eye
witnesses to the incident (including the m.edic who treated Sergeant Evans) 
established to the satisfaction ot all present that Sergeant Evans sighted 
the mine and jumped on it, thus sacrifioing his life to protect his m.en. 
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FOR IOfflclaLIUSE~ONL I;~ 

Nl..RRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF Gi.LLi.NT COnDUCT (cor~ToD): 

turing the encounter in Tay rUnh Province, Sergeant Evans: 

1. Saved the members of both platoons from seri'ous harm by leaping upon the 
explosive devioe. 

Z. Indirectly allowed the several other casualities to be extracted promptly, 
and made air strikes possible against the insurgentsO stronghold. 

Sergeant Rodney J. Evans was killed in action on 18 July 1969. The facts 
as contained in the proposed citation and this narrative account have been 
substantiated by the statements of eyewitnesses. 
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